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SCE. 5 !?!! og wt 
WF Do in the firſt place aſſure You, that I am ſo far from being 
uneaſy, either at Your thinking in a different Way from Me, 
or at your giving the World an Account of your Thoughts : 
that I eſteem it your Duty both to jedge for yourſelf, and to pub- 


. liſþ what you judge neceſſary for the Vindication of the Honour 
of God, and of Religion. You needed not My Example, to juſti - 


fy it. The Impertance of the Matter, and the Common Right of Man- 


kind, are much better Juſtifications. I only hope that my Example 
did not lead you into the Manner, in which you have choſe ro do 
it. What Hard and Severe Appellations your inward Conviction and 
private Belief may have ſuggeſted to you, I cannot tell : They can hard. 
ly, Ithink, be worſe than the Outward Expreſſions you have been 
Pleaſed to honour me with, in this Performance. As far as Tam 
concern'd in either of them, I forgive them : And as I am ready 


to return you all Chriſtian Good Offices, inſtead of ſuch Treatment 


as I have met with; I will content my ſelf with explaining my own 
Meaning, where I find it miſtaken ; * vindicating and juſtifying 
Az Ml 7 00 
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An ANSWER 0 
it, where I find it needful. And this for the Sake of the World 7 
about Us: for whoſe True, Legal, and Chriſtian Liberty, if I have os 
exprefs'd too much Concern ; I hope, They will at at leaſt pardon : 
ne ſo great an Injury. rs pre 
The firſt Charge is (p. 9) that you find me ſtriking at the very Hi 
Root of Ali Goodneſs, depreciating the ſolemn Duty ef Prayer, by ſepa- Fi; 
rating Dcvotion from it, which us the Life ana Soul of it, &c. This is a 
Very heavy Charge upon One, who knows that His Deſign was to 
| Prike at the Root of ſuperſtitious Folly, and to eſtabliſh Prayer, inſtead 
of it, Bur as heavy as it is, I am content co bear it, if any Words. 
have made uſe of, are capable of ſuch an Interpretation by any 
Rules of Grammer, or Common Senſe in the World. The Supports 
of the Charge are theſe : 1. I ſay that Prayer is a calm, und furbed 
Addreſs to God, &c. 2. That, by the Help of Men, it is come to ſignify 
Heat and Flame, in ſuch a Manner, and to ſuch a Degree, &c. Serm. 
The Inſtances and Texts, you allege againſt this Account, are theſe. 
1. The Parable about the Unjuſt Juage, ſpoken Luke 18. 1. co this 
End, that Men ought always to pray, and not to faint. Always to pray, and not 
to faint, is, in other Words, to pray without ceaſing as the Apoſtle expreſ- 
es it In your own Account, it is, to be urgent ani importunate, and to ſol- 
licit with Earncſtneſs ; i. e. to repeat our Requeſts to God, as Perſons who 
are truly in Egrne# in what they ask. How rh at all contradicts any 
thing I have ſaid upon this Sal je, I am ſtill at a Loſs to ſee: or how | 
_ It fixeth any ſuch particular Degree of Flame or Heat, as neceſſarily ef- 
ſential to Prayer, which I complain to have been made ſo, by the Help of 
Men, and voluminows Rules of Art. This, and the other Parable you next 
mention, of the Man borrowing Three Loaves of his Neighbour at Mid- 
night, Luke 11. 5- touch no Circumſtance of Prayer, but the repeat- 
ing it; nor is there any thing in either of Them, beſides asking tor 
the ſame thing, till the Judge and the Neighbour granted it. to avo d 
Trouble: nor any thing ſtgnified by them, nor by any Expreſſion 


made uſe of in them, but that Our Prayers to God muſt be fie» 
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reſentation of the Publican's ſmiting upon his Breaſt, as 
a Mark of Sorrow, (which is your Second Inſtance) was agreeable 
to this Cuſtom of the Eaſtern Countries. But this is ſo far from en- | 
tring into the Eſence of the Matter, that no Man is either more or | 
leſs ſenſible of his Sins, for ſtriling or not ſtriking his Bres# : for ( 
| ſhedding, or not ſhedding, Tears : or any the like Accidents, depending 
upon Cuſtom, or Conſtitution. If theſe, or the like, were eſſential to | 
Conf., or Prayer, they would have been commanded ; and ought 
indeed to be recommended by Modern Writers, in publick Warſbip, as 
well as private. Whereas, if I miſtake not, much greater Men than 
my ſelf. and, in common Eſtimation, much greater Churchmen, have 
often been guilty of that Great Crime, of ſpeaking favourably of a2 
Calm Undiſturbed Addreſs to God, in publick; and of giving expreſs 
D:rettions for it: which I'm ſure can never be juſtified, if the Na- 
exre and Eſence of Prayer require the contrary, 3· Lou 
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and Lifeleſs Prayers. 
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as well as in common Life. 
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z. You mention next, the Directions our Lord gives his Diſciples to 
k, and ſeck, and knock. Bur neither ing, nor ſeeking, nor knock- 
ing, (which are only other Words for praying, as you yourſelf inter- 
pret them,) expreſs any Circumſtances of the Duty, or Temper of 
Him who performs it, unleſs a Real, and fincere Deſire of Receiving, 


Finding, or Entring. 


Your next Sentence is very ſurprizing. From none of which Cir- 
© cumſtances (here mentioned) can we be encouraged to hope that God will 
4% hear our Petitions, if they are Cold and Lifeleſs. So that it ſeems, 
Cold and Lifeleſs are only Other Words for Calm and Undiſturbed. If 
you truly thought fo, yet it would have been right to have let my 
own Words have itood, where you were drawing up the Streſs of 
your Argument againſt me. But if you thought them Words of a 


 eifferent Seuſe. I know of no Juſtihcation of them, but this one, 


too common amongſt Writers, That every thing is lawful againft the 
Man yeu diſſike. Tf the End of the Sentence had been expreſs'd in my 
own Mords, Calm and Uudiſturbed, this had not been fo ſhocking. 
The Zeal of a Reader could not, this way, have been raiſed fo high 
againſt an Adverſary. Many a Man of an Ordinary Capacity might 
have thought it tolerable to affirm, that God might poſſibly hear a 


| Calmand Undiſturbed Addreſs to liimfeif. And therefore, it was 


expedient that Cold and Lifeleſs, ſhould be the Words, put in their 
room. And then, the Indignation of a Reader might be raiſed to 
ſome due Pitch againft a Man, repreſented as an Advocate for Cold 
Sir, I have no manner of Doubt, but that you have a much 
greater Skill in Words, whenever you will think, than is neceflary 
to know the Difference between Calm, and Cold; Undifturbed, and 
and Lifeleſs., For my own part, I ever eſteem my felt moſt alive, 
when I am moſt undiſturbed and not at all the more without Life for 
not being in a Paſſion. Calmneſ; | look upon to be the happieſt Cir- 
cumſtance of a Reaſonable Mind; and Freedom from inward Perturba- 
tion the greateſt Aſſurance, as well as Inſtrument, of my under. 


\Atanding truly that I am in earneſt in what Jam about. A Man of 
a Calm Undifturbed Temper is, to me, a Great, Character, whether he 


is ſending up his Prayers to God, or making his Profeſſions of Friend- 
ſnip or Duty to Men I always think, we may depend more upon 
the Sincerity of ſuch an One, than upon One. whoſe Noiſe and Out- 
cries, whoſe diſturbed and paſſionate Behaviour, may raiſe, in un- 
experienced Perſons, greater ExpeQations And, I believe there 
are Multitudes of Obſervations which prove this True in Religion, 


4. Prayer, (I fay it again.) is, in our Lord's own Form, a Calm, 


2 Undiſturbed, Addreſs to God. Let it be read over a thouſand times, 
4 and examin'd as often; I will venture to affirm, there is not a 


Mrd, or Expreſſion in it, that tends to the raiſing any Diſpoſition of 
Mind, like to Paſſion, or Perturbation 3 or like to that Flame, or Heat, 


* againſt which alone I have expreſs'd my (e!f, as necetlary to Preyer, 


The 


— 
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The Words made uſe of in it; the manner of putting them toge. 
'\ ther; the Subject Matter of it; all tend to keep the Soul in a Calm 
'' TUndifturbed Temper, which I think an Underſtanding Temper : and are 
| all ſo unlike the Expreſſions, or Words, of much of our Modern Devo- 
| tion, that I need only deſire any impartial Perſon to compare them, 
in order to underſtand, and to approve of, what I have ſaid. In 
Four Great Civility, you are pleaſed to tell me, that I »zay be Calm, 
and Undifiurbed, in ſaying the Lord's Prayer: i e. as yon had juſt be. 
fore interpreted my Words, Cold and Lifeleſs ; which in the next 
Paragraph you change for Indolent and Unmov'd. To which I have 
little other Reply to make, but that which a Chriſtiav ought to 
make to all Hard Uſage. For my own Temper of Mind, I muſt 
anſwer to God; and therefore, I endeavour to preſerve it as Calm, 
and Und iſt urbed, as | can : being in my ſelf much more aſſured that 
I am uniformly and ſteadily hearry, and earneſt, and truly deſirous of 
what Lask, when I am out of # Poſſion,than when I am in one; becauſe 
I think, I much more clearly underſtand what I am doing. And if 7 
you mean any thing by Warmth, and lively Emotion of Spirit, incon- 5 
_ tiſtent with that Calmneſs and Undifturbedneſs, in which the Under- 
fanding of a Man ought always to be; as I cannot envy ſuch a 
Diſpoſition, ſo all that I have contended, or do contend for, is, f. 
that one Man's Paſſion or Affection, or Natural Conſtitution, or Cuſtom, 
may not be made neceſſary and eſſential to another Man's praying to 
God; to the Diſturbance of Weak and honeſt Chriſtians, who are D 
rack'd with the Torment of imagining They do not pray, becanſe 
They do not feel what Others are pleaſed to ſay They ought to feel 
$5. But you go on, and obſerve that not hing can more convincingly 
aſſure Us, what was our Saviour's Will in this Caſe, than His own Pra- 
#ice. And for this, you appeal to Luk xxii. 44. where it is recorded 
that, being in an Agony, He pray d more earneſtly, and his Sweat was, as 
it were. great Drops of Blood falling down to the Ground This you al- 
lege, (1 begof you to conſider it) as a Practice of His, to aſſure Us 
what was his Mil; or, in other Words, what is our Duty, in dai- 
ly couftant Prayer: That is, you firſt call This a Practice of our Savi- 
err, which he himſelf never but this once knew any thing of; and 
which was indeed the Effect of an unconceivable Diſtreſs of Soul, 
upon that one particular Occaſion, to which we know nothing 
yarallel ; you then make This, which was the Effet of D/freſs, to 
be the Ef: of Devotion: you make This, which was the Cauſe 
of his praying, to be the ProduF# of it; and you make this * 7 
the Rule and Meaſure of our Temper and Diſpoſition, when We 
Pray. . 1 
From which many Things will follow, very diſagreeable, I am 
pe: ſwaded, to what you in the main intend; and which, therefore 
I ſhall not fix upon You in return to your Civility to Me: but on- 
ly mention Two or Three of them, for the uſe of ſuch Readers as may 
not be aware to what Exceſs their Zeal may carry them. If w 1 
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Dr. Snapes LETTER. 7 
be the Example of our Saviour, to aſſure us of his H about the Tem- 
per neceſſary to Proyer ; which is the only Point for which it is pro- 
duced; it will follow that our bleſſed Lord himſelf never trul 
pray d before this time; becauſe He never, as far as we know of, 
experienced any thing like this within himſelf. And yet again, if 
He pray'd now more earneſtly, it will follow that He had pray'd be- 
fore; and conſequently, that this Temper, in which He now was, 
was not the Temper neceſſary to Prayer. And again, if This be His 
practice, aſſuring Un of his Will about our praying ; it will follow, that 
We his Diſciples, can never pray acceptably, unleſs in ſuch an Ago. 
vy, as that which his here deſcribed. But if this be not the Conſe. 
quence ; then rhis Diſpoſition, here deſcribed, hath nothing to do 
with -_ Diſpoſition neceſſary to Prayer: which, to be ſure, is the 
Truth. nr ors e 5 . 

6. You mention Epaphras, who labour'd fervently in Prayers, Col. 
iv. 12. and the effectual fervent Prayers of a righteous Man, in St. 
James ch. v. 16. It is to little Purpoſe to obſerve to you, that there 


is nothing in the Original, of the Words fervently, and fervent; 


which You print in remarkable Characters. Becauſe the Words there 
uſed may be e;uivalent to theſe ; and particularly, becauſe I have 
ſaid nothing in the World, nor never had I thought in my Mind, 
againſt ſuch a Fervancy, or Warmth, in Prayers, as is conſiſtent with 
that Calmneſs and Undifturbedneſs of Mind, which is the Ornament and 
Defence of Humane Underſtanding, in all the Actions, in which it is 
concerned. V0 . „„ 
But however I have hitherto differ d from you, I am perfectly of 
your Mind, in what you add, that you might have named a Mul- 


titude of other Texts, at full and oppoſite as any that have been citied by 


you. p. 13. Every Verſe, if you had ſo pleas'd, from Geneſis to the 
Revelations. P';dll 
It is amazing, you ſay, to you, with what poſſible View I could attemp: 
to found a Doctrine of a moſt pernicious Tendency in it ſelf, on the Ruine: of 
fo many Texts of Scripture. As for the Texts of Scripture you have pro- 
duced ; I have ſhewn them to be perfectly agreeable to what I have 
ſaid. As to the Tendency of the Doctrine; that muſt have appear'd, 
at the ſame time, in what I have already ſaid. And as to my own 
View; I am very free to declare it in this, or in any thing elſe that 


I do : having no Yiew, (God knows it, and neither the worſt Ene. 


my, nor the beſt Friend, I have had in the World, ever had reaſon 
to think otherwiſe ; ) I ſay , No ien, but what is Juſt, Honoura- 


ble, and Chriſtian. My Yiew in this Particular was, to rid the 


Minds of as Honeſt Chriſtians, as any in the World, from that 
great Uneaſineſs, which, (if I may gueſs by myſelf,) Minifters of Pariſbes 


A muſt frequently meet with, ariſing from ſuch Notions in Modern 

'* Books, or Diſcourſes, as perplex them with Doubts about their In- 
{ capacity, Even whilſt They feel Themſelves to be ſincerely deſirous 
and diſpoſed to perform the Duty of Prayer. And, notwith- 


ding your critical Remark upon Comma and Stops, (which. 


Ae ANSWER 
T conſeſs, is either above my CAPACITY, or beneath it;) my 
Senle is ſo plainly there expreſi'd, whether the Srops be falſe, or 


right, that Jam confident there is no Man of an ordinary Capacity, 


who underſtands Words, that could avoid ſeeing what alone my 


Art. the Word Prayer was come to fegnify Heat and Flame, in ſuch 4 
Manner, and to ſuch a Degree, that à Man may be in the beſt Diſpoſition 
in the World, and yer not be devout ropray (1 c) P» thoſe Rules, Men 
have been taught ro work Tnemtielves into Hear and Ham: in 
ſuch a Manner, and to tuch a Degree, as ſomething neceſſary to 
Prayer. that, according to thole Rules, a Man may be in the beſt 
| Ditpofition of Mind, and yet not be Devour enough to pray. And this 
hath diſturbed ſome of the honeſteſt of Chrifians with Perplexities 
about their own Incapacit, for Prayer, for waut of ſuch an Intenſe- 
neſs of Heat, as they have found delcribed in ſome Books, and ſome 
ä f 5 OY 
The Meaning here was ſo plain, that, after all your Severity, 
p, 14.) you your ſelf are ſuſpicious, you have injured me. And 
you check yourſelf, by ſaying, Or your Lordſbip might mean perhap; 
by thoſe ſarcaſtical Expreſſims. (as yd u are ple. d to call them, ) above. 
eited oniy to reſteli upon ſome Modern Booksof Devotion, thatrecommend Fer- 
vency of Prayer. Sir, It is not only perhaps ſo, but certainly ſo: and this ſp 
certainly, that all your Zeal, and that of all your Friends put together, 
and all your Abilities hkewiſe cannot make the Sentence capable of 
any other Senſe. By the help of Men and voluminous Rules of Art, are the 
Words. Only your Repreſentat ion of m; Deſign here, is not wholly juſt, 
mt the End. For it was not, to reflect upon Modern Books that recom 
mend Fervency of Prayer; but to guard honeſt Chriſtians againſt the 
Doctrine of Men, both in Books and Sermons, which, under the Pre- 
tence of recommending Fervency of Prayer, lead their Underflandings 
into a dark and thick Cloud; and teach them to raiſe their Paſſions, till 
they know not where They are, nor what they are doing : after 
which bodily Exerciſe find:ng the Eaſe which always reſults from the 
venting aprefent Paſſion, They are apt to conclude All things to be 
well with Them; and think They have prayed. and receiv'd the Be- 
nefit of Prayer, when They have only firſt excited a Perturbation in 
their own Minds, and then find a Quiet, when it hath totally ſpent 
it ſelf; as it is natural to do in the Caſe of All other Perrturbations, 
Your Inſinuat ion, in this ſame Page, about our Bleſſed Lord's Agony, 
(perhaps as hard and as undeſcrved, as ever fell from any Pen,) 1 
truly pity and lament, for your cn fake, and not for mine, 
P. 16. You tell me that I uppoſe Heat and Flame to that Calmneſs 
and Undiſturbedneſs, which I ſpeak of. If you both could, and 
would, have repreſcnted me fairly, you muſt have done 
it otherwiſe. For there is net a Common Reader, who can avoid 
ſeeing that I oppoſe, to the Cal-neſs and Undiſturbeandſh of Pray- 
er, that Heat and Flame, which hath been ta ght by Men as ne- 
ceſſary to Prayer; and taught in ſuch a Manxer, and to ſuch ä 
N wy is, 


Complaint was: viz that by the help of Men, and voluminous Rules of 
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This, and nothing elſe, have I oppoſed to the Calmneſs and Undi- 
fur bedneſs, | ſpeak of. Therefore, you muſt firſt explain, (if it can 
be explain'd,) what you mean by ſuch Godly Tranſport, as may 
diſorder the Tranquillity of the Soul, and put it into any Kind of Agitation ; 
and the like Words: before I can poſlibly tell you. wacther 1 ap- 
prove, or diſapprove, them. If you mean by them Heat, and Flame, 
in ſuch a Manner, and to ſuch a Degree, that Men fince: ciy dif- 
poſed to ask of God every thing neceſlacy, and ro ackowledge all 
his Favours, are not according to your Rules devour enough to pray 
acceptably ; I have already declared my ſelf againſt i hem, and 
now again do fo, moſt hearrily. But if you mean not ſo; | have 


| aid no more againſt Them, than you have. I neitne © envy, nor 


cenſure you, iu whatever you think fit to ſuffer, in your Devotion. 
1 ſincerely wiſh you happy in Them, and in every other Lircum- 
ſtance of your Life. Only | beg it may not offend you, chat T 


deſire no Agitation, nor Diſorder, in my own Soul. and that 1 en- 


deavour to keep {ich Word, out of all Directions about Prayer, con- 


ſider'd as the Duty of | every Chriſtian. If you leaſe to go on to re- 


preſent this, as not being affected with the Majeſty of God; or the 
Senſe of Sin; or the Mercy of God; or the Joys of Heaven; or, as 
pleading that every Power of our Souls muſt lie dormant, becauſe I 
would have the Underſtanding. (that unregarded Power of the Soul,) 
awake, and unciouded ; I muſt be coatent. But you may with as 
much reaſon argue that I am now dead, or aſl:ep, becauſe I am undi- 
ſfturbed at the Uſage you have thought fir to give to me : 
Your ment. on of my New Sect of Proteſtant Quietifts may, for ought 
I know, be accounted W:itry : but is certainly much more appli. 
cable to Thoſe who contend for Diſorder and Agitation of Soul, than 
ro * who contend againſt thoſe Tumults of the Mind. For, tho? 
the ſame ſort of Outward Expreſſon: may be wanting; yet, the 
Eence of Quietiſm conũſts in Paſſion raiſed within; in ſuch a Diſorder 
and Agitation of Soul, as overclouds the Underſtanding, and by de- 
grees diſmiſſes and baniſhes it from bearing any part in the Work. 


What my Notions of Prayer, and the Temper of Prayer, are, muſt 


by this time have appear'd to all impartial Perſons. I beg Leave juſt 
to mention, that it will farther appear, what They have long been, 
by publiſhing, as ſoon as I can conveniently, ſeveral Forms of Prayer, 
which were drawn up for private Uſe many Years ago ; and which 
I thiak, I have now a j iſt Occaſion to trouble the World with. 

I have only one thing before I leave this Head, and that is, to 


entreat you not to judge when I deiign to be Witty, or Ironical : 


zs you do, p. 10. Believe me, I never was more ſerious. Nor 
can I think it unbecoming either a Chriſtian, cr a Bijbop, to take 
Notice of the great Corruptions of Men, in a matter of Univerſal Im- 
Portance.. It is ſo far from hurting ; that it is indeed to preſerve the 
very Vitals of all that is good, to remove and deſtroy thoſe Corrup- 


tions. 
; B Yo u 
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Lou next, touch a little upon what I have ſaid upon the Leve f God: 
But you are very good here. You are ſo kind as to ſuppoſe that I inrend- 
ed my Reflect ion? againſt Thoſe who have overſrrained hat Duty, & c. That 
is, Thaſe, againſt whom alone I could inte1d them Vu might have been 
as good, under the former bead, where it was as piainly ſaid: and rhena 
great deal of Trouble had been ſaved But even here, you can't forbear your 
Complaint that I have ſet it, that is, The Love of God as low as poſſible ; and 
that I ſeem particularly careful that Men may not offend in the Exceſs of This, 
or any thing elſe that is Good. 
That many ordinary Chriftians ſhould be led by Modern Direct io - 5, to ex- 
yen their Love of God in a manner adapted to the Erceſ- vt Hume Pale 
fon; or to think They can perceive when They love God, by any Diſorder, 
Agitation, or Diſcompoſure, eff cted by Art; or even to be angry with An 

One who endeavours to teach Them, not how to feel when They love God, 
(which hath no Cerrainty in it) but how to know it; as ſome Patients may 
rage at their Phyſicians: All this mey be ſupp»ſed, without great Aſto. , iſh- 
ment. But that a Learned Man, and a Preacher of he Goipel. ſhuuld declare 
that to place the L ve of God in keeping his Commndments, is to ſet it aa 
low as poſſible. may be juitly wonder'd at. What will be the Fate of Reli- Þ | 
gion at laſt, when keeping Got*s Tommandments ; the mofi Extenfive and 
the moſt Comprechenfive Expreſſion in the World, taken ia all poſhible Du- B 
ty; is eſteem'd and pub ic Kk. branded, as z low Account of the Love of God? | 
And what will be the F.re of rhe Chriſtian Religicn in particular, Wenn 
that very Deſcription, uh ch is in theſe very Words ften repeated in the 
Original Writing ct it, is treated as ſomething below the D.gnity of the Du- 
ty ſo deſcribed ? So far from it, that I ſha'l ever eftecm hat = Duty, Fligh 
and Great, which comprehends in it the Imitation of rhe Great God, and the 
| Higheſt PerfeGion of Humane Nitwre. If ty this, I can ſcem careful that 
Men ſhould not off nd in the E-c:\% of ary thing good: I wouid beg to 
Know what is Good, if keeping God's Commandments be not; and ir being 
careful that Men ſhould keen the Commandinents of God, rather than the 
Fantaſtic Rules of Ide an? P. ſſib nate Men, deſerves ro be thus repreſented, 
1 know of no ſuch Thing poſſible, as Exceſs in what is truly Good. It is an 
Ablurciry in Terms, oF Exccfs, in what werk Men have pleced in the fear 
of Good; and dreſy'd up in the Garb of Good ; and wh t hath been too ſuc- | 
ceſstul in diſlodging and baniſhing wher ie God: Of this, we have ſcen - 

and may ſee enough; as long as tne Pai ns of Men ate mought in, as EC 

> ſential parts of Religion. And here indecd, was all my Care concern'd, (in 

the vſctolneſs and neceſſity of which, | »m more confi- med by whar You 

have now orged,) that Men ſhould not «off nd God, and diſt ub their Honeſt 

and Well meaning Neighbours, by making That n« cciizry to any Duty of Re- 

ligion, winch hath nothing ro do with it; not that b. len ſh:-vid not cff-nd 

in the Exccis of what is God; but in the Excel: of that ſuperſt icious Foliy 

Which la many Chiittian Countries hath uſurp:d the plice ot what is Good; 
and hath the fame Natural Teudercy eve.y where And in this Care, as the | 
Beil of all Offices which I am capable of doing to Maukiad, I hope to ſpend, | 
| the reman.der of 2 Hort and Uncertain Life, Es | 
You come now p. 18. to the contideration of the Nature of the Church | 
of Chriſt, Upon which Sabject, that the Reader may be led a little clearly 
and diſtin&ly, into chat He is to judge about ; | ſhall ſeparate Your 4s pic 
——__ ſeration of My ſenſe, from Your cwn : which indecd You have mingled to- 
# Fram By which means I ſhall the better be able to do You and my Self. 
| ullice | 


1. The Church of Chriſt, You ſay, according to Me, is the Kingdom of { 
_ Chriit, I 1cally thought that All Chriſtians, in the midit of All their Con- 
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traditions, ſtill Profeſid that the Church of Chriſt was the Kingdom of 
Chriſt. I always thought indeed, that it would be much more conſiſtent 
with many of their Doctrines and Claims, not to uſe that Expreſſicn. But 
T little thought to {ce the time, when it would be openly fix'd as a Pecwuliari- 

upon auy Oae particular Chriſtian, that. according to Him, the Church of 
Curie was the Kingdom of Chriſt. Bar You go on. And « Kingdom of 
which He (Chriſt) himſelf not only the ſole King, but the ſole Law. gi ver, 
the ſole Judge, jel Interpreter i his own Laws; 4 Kingdom in which He 


neither acts himjelf, nor hath inveſred any One elſe with an Authority to ac 
for Him. You obſerve farthes, that I am pleas'd to infer, by one of the odaeſt 
Conſequences that ever was drawn from any Propoſition, that bec+nſe He never 
interpoſe himſelf, cheretore H: hath left no Deputy: Which, You remark, 
if He aid interpoſe, there would Cer:ainly be no Occaſion for. Here, I ſuppoſe 
ome part of a Scatence was loft by the Printer: For after this. without 
any proper ſrop, or Grammatical Connexion, You go on with Your own 
Senſe upon this Subject, which 1 ſhall preſeacly tranſcribe. 

In the mean while, I muſt ſtop a little to wonder what harm it could 
have done to the Cauſe of Truth, ro have permitted my owm Seutiments to 


| have ſtood in my own Words. But this would not have done the Buſineſs ſo 


eff. ctually. My Wards are theſe. Serm. p. 1i. As the Church of Corift is 
the Kingdom of 1 He himſelf is King: And in this it is implied That He 
is himſelf be ſole Law-giver to his Suljefts ; and himſelf the ſole Judge of 
their Behaviour, in the Affair of CONSCIENCE, and EVERNAL SALVA- 
TION :----ThartHe harh, in thoſe Points, (viz. of CONSCIENCE an! ETER- 
NL SALVATION, ) I fe behind Him no viſible, humane Authori:y 53 No Vice- 
erents who can be ſ aid Properly to Supply his Place ; No Interpreters upon whom 
is Su jects are abſolately to þ Pay ; No Judges over the Conſciences or Reli- 
gion of his People. This You think fit to repreſent, 1. As it I had ſaid. not 
ny but Law-giver, Judge, and Interpreter of his own Laws. Where- 
as. I ſay, He is not the ſole King, if He be nor the ſole Law giver and Judge; 
and, as for his being interpreter of his own Laws, I poſitively deny that He 
himſelf ever interpoſeth to aſſert the true Inte: pretation of them, P 13. Bar 
this is not all. For, 2. By way of Conciſneſs, You leave out all the Words 


which can repreſent my Senſe. And in this ſhort Sentence, You have diſ- 


carded too many at once, any Man of Temper would think: ſuch as theſe, in 


the Affairs of Conſcience and Eternal Salvation -------- in rhoſe Points 


Properly to Supply his Place ------ upon whom his Subjects are abſolutely to 
e Conſciences and Religion of his People. — —” 
Fou fay, I repreſent the Church of Chriſt as a Kingdom in which Chriſt 
neither acts himſclf; nor hath inveſted any one elſe with an Authority to act 
for Him. Lay your band upon your Heart, and ask, Is this a Chriſtian, 
Humane, Honelt, Repreſentation of what your own Eyes read in my Scr- 
mon? What [ ſay is, that Chriſt never interpoſeth, ſince His firſt promulga- 
tion of his Law, eitner to convey lnfallibility ------- or to aſſert the True la · 
terpretation of ir -- ----. If you oppoſe me in this; Yon maintain that 
Chriſt doth interpoſe, in order ro convey Iafallibility, or to #fſ-rt the True 
Interpretation of his Law. Read this Propoſition : and either affirm it to be 
true; or elſe acknowledge that You are far from repreſenting, or contradict- 
ing, my Senſe, His firſt promulgation of his Law, was his acting vifibly with 
Kingly Authority in his Kingdom: But to repreſent me, as ſaying, that He 
doth not act at all in his Kingdom, fince that, becauſe I ſay, He dorh not 
interpoſe to convey Infallibility, or to interpret his own Laws, is to reſolve 


do repreſent as You think fir. Popery may well Triumph if a Proteſiant may 


not ſay this, without ſuch a Treat ment. 


_— Th 


7. An ANSWER 7. 


- he other part of th's conciſe Repreſentation is, that I maintain Chriſt 2g 
Þheve inv:Pcd No one with an Authority to Act for Him. If by an Authority tg 
aft fr Hm. Von mean, an Abſclate Authority ro make New Laws, or in- 


rerprer Old Ones, re ati g to rhe Eternal Salvarion of Chriſtians, and bind. 


Ing their Cook iences ah ſolutely: I do indeed. maintain it, that He hath 
lett no ſuch A ſolute Authority in any MAN, or MEN. And ſo do You ; whether 


Yon like. or no, to hear it. But it you mean any thing elſe by an Aut hori 

to Act for Him; You know, 1 h.ve expreſs*d no more agaifiſt ir,thanYou have, 
The next part of this Keprtſantation of my Senf+, is, that | infer, by an 
Od Co: ſequence, that b-cavle He never interpoſes Himſelf, there fore He L 
left no Deputy. My real. ning is this. It Chriſt {aw fit to interpoſe, cither 
to m»ke Men into ijible 3 or to «ff.rt the True interpretation of His Laws 
then it might be ſuppoſ:d that hy might be veſted with Authority to inter- 
pret hi Laws: becauſe They wovld then do it, under his Direction, and the 
| cy a would ſt I) be His, and not Theirs. But, as He doth not, (We 


Prat: ſtants fay) thus interpoſe; th refore, to veſt an Abſolute Authority (as 
my Words arc), with Men, under the Nut ion of Interpreters, is to transfer the 


Kingd m from Chri*, who dotii not ſo interpoſe, to Men, wao are, upon this 
ſupponrion, the L-g /iateys in this Kingdom How Qaid this Reaſoning may 


be to ſome perſons. +! km w not. But ro my ſelf it is no more than this, 
that They are tru'y Lg ſxtors who, without any Interpoſition from another, 
can abſolute determine ;ne meaning of any Law. Your remark thercto:e, 


ther, if Chriſt did inte poſe Him ſeif, there wouia be no occaſion for his leaving any 

Deputy. hath no relation to whar 1 affi m: viz. that if Chriſt did ſce fic to 
inte: roſe to direct Men in their Interpretetions ; then He would ſtill be 
Legiſiar'r © whereas, if They have an Abſolute Authority, without his Infal- 
Ebl Aſſiſtznce, to put an Interpretation upon his Laws, They then are the 
Tag Fare” and nor Chrif. N 


* 


We now come to Your own Sentiments, which You thus Expreſ, in the 


Tame Sentence, p'19 At his Departure into Heaven, when he was no longer 
20 Govern kis Church in Perſon, He provided for the good Government of it, by 
Others, whow he Conm I A nid to teach and expound his Laws, to bear rule and 


_ eutherity cer bis Sh; ti, to be his Vic gerent , to act in his name and flead, 


and to per pet uate a Sricciſſion of Men thro? all the ſuccceding Ages of the World, 
in whem the Same Pow:rs ſhould be loag'd. And tho He made none of Them 
infallible, nor exem p Them from Humane Frailties, yet fill He required His 
Church to obe Them, an? rv be guided by their Inftruttions, where They were 
not contrary to His. Toe places of Scripture ta prove theſe Aſſertions are ſo 


numerous, &c 


As to the firſt part of this, His Teaching, Directing, and Gwerning, by 


Hie Apoſtles, whom He conducted Himſelf by his own Spirir; We have no 


difference. Re promuigated his Law that way, to Thoſe who could know 


it no other way. He ws in all that. King, and Leei//ator, Hinſelt ; to 


Whoſe Words the Apoftles declared They could add Nothing; and from 
_ Whoſe Lows They couid not diminiſn Bur the Queftion is about the [atter 
part of this Account; or about the Succtſſors of the AvoFles in their Good 


01k, 3nd their Authority. When You ſpeak of a Succeſſon of Men, in 


whom the SAME Powers were to be lodged, which the 4205Hes had; either 
You mean that Chris order'd that Men, not conducted by his [nfallible Spirit, 


had ar fvſt : or elſe not. In the fi:{t ſenſe, the ſame Powers may lig- 


nity the ſame Powers. But in the larter ſenſe, rhe ſame Powers mult mean not 
the'ſame Powers. If You take the fir Senſe, You contradict me: but you 


ſapport the claims of Popery, which can ſtand upon no other bottom. In the 


Faiter, You do not at ali oppoſe Me, becaufe You do not determine in what 
Their Powers diffen flom the Apeſtles and in what They agree. When you 
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produce your Numerous Texts to prove that Chriſt Commiſſion'd the App- 


ſtles to 1 a Succeſſion of Men, in whom the SAME Powers They 


ad receiv'd, ſhould be lodg'd ; or that the Fallible Succeſſors of the Apoſtles 


in the ir Good Work, have that Abſolute Authority, Which neither was nor 
could be claim'd by the Apoſtles themſelves, in any Caſes, but thoſe in which 


They profeſs'd They had receiv'd Infallible Directions immediately from 
Chriſt : then, I will acknowledge, You oppoſe me; and I believe all the 
World _ acknowiedge You oppole the whole foundation of Proteſtan- 
tiſm, alſo. | . | 
2 have therefore added, Thi Chriſt hath made none of them + > 
get ſ-i!l He requires his Church to obey Them. How ? Abſolutely? Withour 
reſerve? Upon the argument of Their Authority only? If not; I beg to 
know what is all this to me, declaring agaiuſt an Al ſolute Authority in 
Men? You ſaw how ths pinch'd : and therefore You go on thus, And to 
be guided by their Inſ.rutions, Again | a:k, what? A-ſolutely ? Uj on Their 
Word, and Authority? No. Bat 10 be guided by Their Inſtructions, where They 
are not Contrary to His: Which again You repeat and acknowiedge, p. 26. 
And is This the whole which even You, ar lat can make of the matter, 
after All Your Roaſted Zeal for Mere Authority? | beſeech You, Why may 
not | be allowed to ſay, that No Man upon Earth hath an Abſolute Aut ho- 
rity, in Chriſt's Kingdom, as well as You ? Oa:y,. becauſe I ſtand to ir, and 


do not unſ. y it again in other Places, to the great Diverſion and Advantage 


of the Roman Cat holicks; and of the Enemies of All Religion? N, Sir, 
If 1am not to obey, where Their Inſtructions are contrary to Chriſt's, (as 
You declare in this Place ;) then | am under a ſtrict Obligation to examine 
whether Their Inſtrucions are contrary to Chriſt's; or not: Unleſs You will 


order me to take their Word abſolutely that They are ſo. If Iam to exa- 


mine this; I am to be determin'd in it by my own judgment and Conſci- 
ence, and not by Theirs. If I find Their Inſtrufions, agreeable ro the Will 
of Chriſt, 1 obey Them. Why? Not becauſe of Their Authority ; but becauſe 


of Chriſt's Authority. I obey Him, not Them, by your own Rule here laid 


down. It upon the moſt ſerious Conſideration | judge them contrary to 
Chriſt's wili; You allow that I muſt, upon pain of God's Diſpleaſure, neg- 
lect all Authority They profeſs to derive from Him; and obey Chriſt. By 


- your own Rule therefore, You ſee, that it is Chriſt's Authority 1 obey in 


this Caſe ; that They are, none of Them, in any proper Senſe, Chriſt's 
Vicegerents, ſtanding in his ſtead : for You alluw that They may inſtru. 
contraiy to his Will ; and that I may obey Him, in the very Act ot difobey- 
ing Them; that their Authority is not Abſolute ; nay, that I vbey, after ſuch 
Examination, Chriſt, and not Them, Glorious Abſolute Authority indeed in 
Your own Account to which Chriſt's Subjects owe no obedience, till they 
ve examin'd into His own Declarations ; and then They obry, not this 
Authority, but Him ! Do but uniformly and ſteadily maintain this one Limi- 
tation: and I will veature to affirm, We plead the {ame Cauſe, and ſtand and 
full together. You Will rhaps eſteem this a Diſhonour. I look upon itin 
another view; and will ſhew you, all thro' this appearance of Diffcrence, 
at I value this Honour too much, to let it be taken fromme. 
nd hence, as we paſs, let me obſerve the only poſſible meaning of thoſe 
ords of mine, Serm. p. 15. which You greatly miſtake, or abuſe, p. 27. in 
order to ſhew that the Word Abſolute, over and over again repeated by me 
and ſeveral other the like Words, are not to be regarded in your Repreſentati- 
n of my Senſe : and then, ler All Men jndze, how hard it is, to have my Sen- 
iments laid before the World, not as They truly are, but as an Adverſary 
vines Them to be, to increate his own Imaginary Triumphs. My Words, 
ac theſe----- — It 1 bey (i. e. any Men) have this Power of Interpreting, or ad- 


ing 


=> - \ 


ding Laws, and judg 


_ givers and 
Chriſt, They are Kings of this Kingdom: and not Chriſt Jeſus. Here the Caſe 


A ANSWER #- 
ing Men, (now let the Reader obſerve) in Suen A Seve; 
that Chriſtians ſball be InpDisPENSABLY. and ABSULUTELY obliged to obey 
Thoje Laws, and to ſubmit to thoſ: Deciſions : INDISPENSABLY, and Ans0. 
LUTELY, obliged, Theſe are the Words; and Words which cut off all Exa. 
mination and Confid: ration whether Thoſe Decifions be contrary ro Chriſt's 
Will or not; and the Suppoſitioa at the beginning is of Chriſc's not interpoſing 
fo direct, or refify, theſe Deciſions- If this be rhe Caſe, I ſay, whether They 
Eappen to agree with Chriſt, or to differ from Him, as long as They are the Law. 

. in the Senſe there laid down, without any interpojition from 


T4 


is put of No Examination, No Conſideration, whether their Deciſions are con- 


trary te Chriſt's will or not; (as in the Church of Rome; ) and of an abſolute 
a 3 Obligation to ſubmit to the Mere Authority of the Deciders; ( 25 


the Condition is of Chriſ:ians in that Church: ) In this Caſe, I tay that 1 Hi. 


is the Kingdom of theſe Men and not of Chriſt, vecauſe They are obeycd a- 


folutely and implici ty, without any Regard to Chriſt's own Deciſions ; and 


that it makes no d:ffcrence, in this Caſe of Alſolute and Indiſpenſable Obedi. 


ence, without comparirg the Laws of Men wich the Laws of Chriiit, whether 


the former hapoen to agree with the latter, or not. Still, as long as tne Obe- 


dience is Abſolute and Iudiſpenſ ble, it is Obedience to Men as Kings ; and not 
to Chrift. Is not this a Bemonſtration. to the Eye- light of the World, in the 
Romiſb Church? And do You nor ſee that this is nothing to Us Two, who a- 


gree in maintaining No ſuch ſolute, Ind:ſpenſzbie Obligation to Submit; 
dut a Right not to obey when thoſe Deciſions are contrary to Chriſt's; which 


is built entirely upon a Right to examine whether They are ſo or not. Read 


therefore your 28th Page, where You repreſent Me as equally pleading again 
"Mil Commandt, &c. and compare it with your own Ackuowledgmenr, that 
_ Chriſtians mult not obey 8 of Men, when They are contra 


to Chriſt's; and fee whether This, rightly underſtood, and ſteadily maintain'd, 


de not ia eff. & the very ſame thing which I have ſaid; that to obey, upon any 


other Bottom but that, is to obe y Men, as Kings of Chriſt's Kingdom, and nor 


_ Chriſt himſelf: And that We both ſometimes agree in this great Crime, of 
aſſerting Chriſr's Kingdom to be Chriſt's Kingaom. | 


Having cleai*d up this only Point of any ſeeming Difficulty thro* Your 
whole Work; (which iadeed was as clear as pollible in my whole Sentence; 
and which You could not have mede ozſcure, but by repreſenting it in a ſe- 
parare and disjointed manner ; ) much leſs Time will be neceſſary upon what 


follows. 


P. 20. You go on, (after having ſpoken about the Apeſtlet Days.) to fay, 
Jf Chriſt had made no Proviſion, by ſubſtituting Vicegerents to act for, and un- 
der Him, to ſatisfy the Doubts of his People, and explain the meaning of hit 
Laws, by comparing Them with one another, to reſtrain Offenders, and keep in 
Ave the Diſturbers of its Peace and Unity: if No care had been taken 
#0 keep his Subjects in order, the Church of Chriſt muſt have been a Babel, and 
his Kingdom a Realm of Confuſion. Now appiy your own limitation, that No 


_ Chriſtian is to obey Theſe Subſticutes or Vicegerents, where Their Inſtruttions 
and Direct ions, are contrary to Thuſe of Chriſt; of which every Chrittian 1s 


to judge: and then determine, whether this Obje#ion ought to affright U 
from maintaining Chriſt's right to be obey'd, in oppotition to theſe Subiti 


_ rutes, when the Caſe ſo happens; or from detending his Subjects againſc 


ſuch Abſolute Authority as Jays Them under an Obligation to a blind and in 
plicit Obedience. Chriſt, We can anſwer, knew belt what power to lodg 


with Men, in order to avoid Confuſion, as well as ro iaſtruct. And therefore 
it No Command or Law contrary to His can bind Chriſtians; We can both 


anſwer Securely that We guſt compare ali Mens commands, with His, — 


- 
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„ | fore We obey ; and that He himſelf deſired no greater Order than whar is 
y B confiſtent wich this Right and Duty of all his Sul jects, to cxamine whether 
> © what is commanded be not contrary to his Will; and ro act accordingiy. 
a So, when it is qe 1 againf? U, what you men ion in the next Paragraph, 
dat there muſe be, and is, in Chriſt's Kingdom, a ſubordination of Miniſters who 
are the Judges and Guides of His * by virtue of an Authority that He ha- 
delegated to them: We can anſwer, that neither then judgment nur their Guid- 
* ance can be abſolute, becauſe We are no bound to obey in any thing contrary 
to the Inſtructions of Chriſt; which therefore, We our ſelves muſt conſider 
in order to form our own 422 concerning the Will of Chriſt, in the Af- 
fair of Salvation : and that We are well aſſured that He hath delegated no 
Authority to any Men, inconſiſtent with our obligation to obey no Laws, of 
Directions, which are contrary to His. Dn Es 
If They again urge Us (as You go on p. 21.) with any other of thoſe Images, 
under which the Scripture repreſents the Church, as an orderly and wel ge- 
verned Scciety : We can anſwer Them, that We can never think Chriſt's 


have not ſaid one word againſt the Order. or th. Good Government of it; bur 
only aſſerted the Right and Duty of all Chriftians to conũder the Laws of 
Chriſt himſelf, becauſc We are ſure ot his diſplcaſure, if We obty any Aut bo- 
rity upon earth contrary to His Wi: and that We are for all Order, and Good 
: Government, conſiſtent with that Right of not obeying againſt vur own Con- 
fſciences; which He did not to be ſure deſtroy by any Images of Order and De- 
cency, under which His Church is repieſented. Takg it under the figure of a 
Boch. a Building, 2 large Fawuly, (why not a ſmall one, when that cannot al- 
ter the Caſe, as to the Eſſentials of it?) or take it as an Army; or as what 
ou pleaſe ; Theſe all hep to clear up what I have ſaid, and what your kind 
— before ment ond implies in it If it be a Body ; the Head is Cbriſt: 
It a Building ; the Foundation lone is Chrift : and the Apoſtles chemſclves no o- 
therwiſe Foundation- ſtones, but as They are repreſented, even by themſelves, 
as the Preachers of what He immediately dictated to them. Bur, as for all 
their Succeſſors ; They are not the Foundation, but part of the Building it ſelf 
erected upon ther Foundation If it be a large Family , then it follows that No 
Servant, of the higdeit Rank, hath any Aurhority, diſagreeable ro the Vid of 
the Maſter of the Family; nor the Other Servants any obligation, { ſuppoting 
the Mafter himſelt 2bſcnt. and to have jett behind Him his Vi in writing for 
the uſe of them All] ro ſubmit to the Difates of any Servant of their u- 
Her, without comparing them with that written Will. But if it be conſider'd 
as an Army, then it is as plain, that the Chief General is the Ruler of it; and 
that the Orders of the Chief General, ſuppoling them to he given by Himſelf, 
for the uſe of the Sold ers in His Abſenſe, are the Direct ions for the Soldters, 
in all their Service and Warfare. And I do not doubt, as You fay, that the 
Caſe is ſtill the [ame, if you take a view of the Church under any other Image. 
It will 11 appear more plainly, that Chriſt is King in ns own Kingaom ; and 
that the Order, which He deſiga'd in his Kingdom, is not at all ditturbed, 
ary thing that J have ſaid g—_ the Abſolute Authority of Thoſe who t 
in his Church ; or by any t 
miſſion ot Thoſe who hear. | 
| As for my Self, ro whom you apply in ſo warm a manner, p. 24. 1 profeſs 
to you. and to a the World, I aaſciaim and diſdain. All Powers inconſiſtent 
with Chriſt's ſole Authoricy of Legi/lation, and Juagment, in Matters relating 
to Eternal Salvation I have already vindicated my Senſe; that by Abſolute 
Authority, | meant Abſolure Authority : and .hewn that, contrary ro your Re- 
preſen:arion, p 28. I bave taught Men, (and I here declare, I will go on to 
teach Them) 50 receive No Commands in Matters relating to their Eternal Sal- 
by | | | | | Var 


| Church ſo well. governed à Society, as when Chriſt's Laws govern it; that We 


ing that Nu have ſaid againſt the Aſolute Sub. 


x6 


Ir ſel 
f Society, in this World But if yon mean any thing : Iſe, | mult aff ire you, 


| An ANSWER #6 
vation from any Superiors, whether Spiritual or Temporal, abſolutely, and im- 
plicitly, upon the ground of Mere Authority, without examining Them by 
the Laws of Chriſt, and finding Them agreeable to Thoſe Laws: Becauſe* 
they are not /awful to Them, by your own Rule, till They find Them ſo upon 
that Compariſon ; and becauſe, to do Any thing, materially lawful, upon the 
fame Principle, which would carry Them to do the ſame thing were it never 
ſo unlawful, cannot be conſiſtent with Chriſtianity. All this, which I have 
been now ſaying, will appear ſtill more clearly, it poſſible, in the ANSIWER, 
which I am pieparing, to the REPRESENT ATION ot the Committee of the 


| Lower- Houſe of Con-:Acation. 


P. 29. The Paſſag:You are here diſturbed at, about the Altering or Adding 
to the Sanc᷑ ion: ot Chrift's Law, is no more than this Sy/logiſm The affixing 
the proper Rewards and Puniſhments to the Behaviour of Chriſtiaus, as Chri- 


ſtians, is an Act of Chriſt's Regal Power. W hoever alter the Nature of Theſe, 


or add ro Them, do truly Themſelves affi c Rewards and Puniſhments. There- 
fore, They are SO FAR Kings themſelves. Thar, —— ro me, They 
Dethrone Chriſt from his Spiritual Kingdom. is your own Hard, and Unjut 
Comment. But that, as far as They alter his Sanctions, or add New ones; 
that I ſay SO F AR, They reign in their own Kingaom; is, in my Opinion, 
as clear a Propoſition as this, that, as far as New Sanct ions are brought into 


Chriſt's Religion; jo far, New Sanctions are brought in. If Chriſt brought 


them in; or commanded Them to be brought in: They are His If rot; 


They are not His. If any Others can, even by Right, bring them in; yet till 


it is true that Theſe Others are SO FAR Kings, I cannot ſee which of cheſe 
Propoſitions can be denied. But Iſhall more at large explain, and fax this point, 


in the Anſwer beforemenrioned. 


You do me one piece of Juſtice, p. 33. when you aſſure the World, in your 


Way, that I have deal: my Favours with an Equal and Undiſtinguiſb'a Hand to 


All Churches, and All Religions: If you mean this by it, that I diſdain rne poor 


Soppiſtry of claiming that Mere Authority to Our ſelves, which We deny con- 


—＋ 7 to Others; and that I do not think any Man's Religion, conſidered in 
, an Argument why He ſh uld be deprived of any ef the Common Rights 


Tt is your own Invention. The Excluſion of the Papiſts trom the Throne, was 


not upon the Account of their Religion. All the World knows that it was 
upon the Experience thsr They could not be truſted with the Rights and Li- 
| berties of the Nation. I have contended indeed elſcwhere, that it was their 


Unhappy Religion, which alone made Them uncapable in Themſelves, of Go- 


verning this Proteſtaut Nation by the Laws ot the Land: And this, in order 


to juſtity rhe Excluſion of AU Pupifts. But the Ground of their Exclufron, was 
not ther Religion, conũdei'd as ſuch : but the fatal, natural, certain Effect cf 


it upon Themſelves, to our Deſtruct ion. The certain Danger of Our Liberties 
and Properties, was to U,, the ſole Ground of it. But I will venture to add 
one thing: That I have a grezt deal ef Reaſon to think that, if 1 bad really 


ſh:ken thoſe 4#s which exclude Papiſts, I ſhould have experienced much 
more of Civility. than I have lately done. ; 

Bur for One Chriſtian Divine, W²o is endeavouring, to preach Religion and 
the Goſpel, to be told by Ano: her Chriftian Divine, that He contradicts ACTS 
of Parliament. and Laws made by Men; wouid have a very odd Appearance: 
if any thing could be calmly confider'd, amidit rhe Paſſions cf Men. Ir can- 


not certainly be inrended 3s an Argument, unleſs ir rely upon this glorious 
Foundation, (becoming a Chriſtian Divine to own.) that every Preacher of 
the Goſpel, 1inftead of preaching All, and every thing, which He finds there, is 


obliged ro fit down, and confider Humane Laws; every Act of Parliament, and 
every Clauſe in every AG of Parliament; and to find or make the Laws — 
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the Eoj bel agreeable to Them, before He preſumes to preach, or to incul- 


cate, Them. Neither Chriſtianity, nor the Reformation, could have ſhewn 
their Heads, againſt ſich Irreſiſtible Arguments, as Theſe. One Requeſt I muſt 
here add, and it is but common Juſtice which I will ask, and that is, That 
you would fix No Conſequences upon Me, which I do not my Self exprefly. 
own. If You judge of every Thing in Chrif*s Religion by fs f Parliament; 
then it will be an infallible Rule for Tu to go by, This, or That, contradicts 
Something in ſome At of Parliament; and theref're cannot be True Ard if 
you do; ſtill Many Points may ſeem to you to follow from a Particular Docs 
trine, which the Perſon who teacheth it, never maintain'd ; and therefore, 
Which He oughr nor, by the known Rule, to be charged with. But methinks, 
the Enquiry to a Chriſtian Divine is, Whether any Doctrine or Poſition, about 
Chris Religion, be agreeable to the Statute Law of Chriſt, and the whole 
Tenor of the Goſpel. 8 Es oe : 
From p. 34. to p. 37. You ſet forth the Tragical Effects of my Doctrine, not 
only upon the Polity of the Church of England; but upon All Eccli ſiaſtical Po- 
lity ; as your Phraſe is: And all this, by way of Conſequences drawn from 
my Principles, without ſo much as referring to the Paſſages, in which my 
Principles are laid down. If my Reaſonings are right, You ſay, there ne ver 
was any Part of the Chriftian Church, either in the Days of the Apoitles, or at 
any Time ſince, in any Nation 1 the World, that has not, as « Church, ated © 
in direct Oppoſition to the Will of our Bleſſed Saviour, and uſurped an Authority, 


that He had never delegated. This is a Charge indeed. againſt Al Churches, 5 


which I neither made, nor ever indeed admitted into my Thoughts. We will 
try, if You pleaſe, from My Principles. Chriſt is ſole Law Syer and judge 
in Matters of Eternal Salvation: And hath delegated NO ABSOLUTE (i. e. 
as you own) Unlimited Authority to Men, to which Chriſtians are abſolutely _ 
(i. e. as You own) Unlimitedly, Unconditionally, without Examination, ob- 
liged to ſubmit : Or, in your Words, and according to your own Doctrine, to 
which 7 are obliged to ſubmit in any _ contrary to His Will. This is 
All that I have taught. From hence You fay it follows, that The Apoſtles | 
themſelves, (as You farther explain it, p. 35.) and All Churches in their days, 
and ever fince, > an Authority never delegated to them. | EE 
Now, I confeſs, I always underſtood the New Teſtament it ſelf to teach Us 
that the Fpoſtles were directed by Chrift himſelf, and by His Spirit. So that 
He was ſtill, in ALL which They ordain'd, as Parts of His Religion, truly 
the Leg iſſator, and King. The Authority was His in the ſtricteſt Senſe; as 
They often profeſſed : and They had no Authority) to ordain Any Thing re- 
lating to Eternal Salvation, but what He expreſly and immediately revealed, 
and dictated to Them. They were ſent, taught, directed, immediately, by 


, Chrift. According to my Rule therefore, Wherever He interpeſeth to convey 


I»jallibility, He is the Legiſlator, properly ſpeaking. And that was the Caſe. 
So that the Apoſtles, You fee, were far from deſerving this Hard Uſage at 
your hands; having claim'd No Abſolute Authority, but in Things immediately 
receiv'd from Him: that is, No Abſolute authority to Themſelves, but to Him, 
properly ſpeaking. 3 E 55 
If the Caſe be otherwiſe with Any Churches, I am heartily ſorry. But I 
profeſs, I never knew, nor heard of, any Church upon Earth (except rheChurch 
of Rome) in its latter corrupted Eſtate, which ever dared to claim ſuch an 
Abſolute Authority. And this Church itſelf firſt thinks it neceflary to out- face 
us, that Chrift doth ſtill interpoſe to convey Infallibility. What follows, IU ſup- 
poſe, is to explain the meaning ot this: And therefore, let us conſider the In- 
nces You mention. 5 | PR | 355 
1. According to my Reaſonings, You ſay, Al who have been interpreting 
His Laws, ba ve been making Laws for > I hope not. I am ſure, tor MY 
ME 2 # 
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ſhould be found, upon Enquiry, to be agreeable to it; He ought not, 


_ Declarations are 7 
to Chris Will; and that No Notion, therefore, of Peace and Quiet, (which, 
by the way, are very ſoft Words for à Writer to put inſtead of the Authorit 
aud Right of Governours, whilſt He is contending Zealouſſy only about theſe 
5 nay, that No Argument in the World is to perſwade any Chriſtian 


They are obliged not to ſubmit, if They find them contrary to His Will, And 


1 An ANSWER 70 
ſelf, I endeavour to interpret His Doctrines, without the Thought that 


who hear me, are indiſpenſably ounged to receive My 923 You 
know. Sir, in your Conſcience, that I have ſaid not a ſingle Word againſt any 


Interpretati ve Authority , even of the weakeft Men, but an Abſolute Aut hori 


of Impoling Their Senſe upon Chriſt's Laws. You know that Yoo your (:If 
declare, No Chriſtian is obliged to receive Any Interpretation contrary to Chriff's 
Wil; to which therefore He is obliged to compare it always: And Juppoſing it 


own Rule, as well as mine, to receive it, before he finds it ſo. So that We 
ſt. nd, in chis, and tall together. If theſe Conſequences are ſo terrible againſt 


Me; thcy are the very ſame againſt You. 


2. So again, in the Caſe of Impos'd Terms of Communion ; I have declared, 
in the Sermon, againit Nothing but the Abſolute Indiſpenſable Obligation of 
Ghriftians, to ſubmit to Them, Right, or Wrong, without examining whe. 


ther They are agreeable ro Chriſt's Will, or not. You in this agree with me; 


and d-clare that the Chriſtian People are not den 
e 


to ſubmit, in any Mat- 
ters contrary to Chris Will : to which therefore, 


y are obliged to compare 


Every Thing. What therefore is our Difference? And upon what Accounts 


muſt I lone ſuffer ſuch Outcries : merely becauſe I faithfully and uniformly 


maintain this Truth; and You think it better to maintain it for once ſecretly, 


and in a little corner, and to give it up, whenever You think fit? 
3. Ag?in, You go on, Nor can any Number of Wiſe and Good Men, (accord- 
ing to my Reaſonings,) agreeing together in the 2 Notions, and aſſembled b 
i 


Legal Authority, in due Suberdination to the Civil Magiſtrate, tho with the 


mot Unanimous Conſent, eftabliſh any Rules, or Oraain any Method of Church- 


Government, that ſball be binding, even for Peace and Quiet”s ſake, to any Others. 


Here again, We mutt prevail, or fall, together. For, As to Conſcience ; (which 


is our Province, as long as We have any Conſciences of our own left;) As to 


' Conſcience, I ſay, You have declared in this very Book, (the Force of Truth hath 


extorted ir from you in the midft of All your Zeal) that No ſuch Deci ſions, or 
mding upon Any Chriſtian in the World, if They be contrary 


latter; 
to ſubmit, in Points contrary to Chriſt's Will: To which therefore, He himſelf 
1s to compare every thing. 5 5 | 

This is your own Rule. And therefore, Expoſe, Vilify, Uſe Me as you pleaſe : 
I have this ſatisſaction, That You come, your ſelf, into this whole emna- 
tion; and not only-You, but indeed All, even Every Man of the Church of 
England ; Every Man of Thoſe themſelves, who have treated me in the ſame 


unhandſome manner upon this Account. It is You, Sir, who, by your own. 


Rule, have cut off all Interpretations of Chriſt's Laws; All Impos'd Terms 
ot Communion; All Obligation to yield to the Mere Authority of the moſt 
Unanimous Synod in the World ; All Articles and Creeds, drawn up by fallible 


Men; All Act, even of General Councils; All Canons, Rules, or Ordinances. 


Call them what you pleaſe, You have, your Self, cut off All Abſolute 22 
tion of Submiſſion ; which is exactly the ſame wich taking away the Abſolute 


Authority of Church-Governours. You have aſſured Us, that, let Them gather 


Themſelves together, and frame what Rules They think proper, to Oblige (as your 
Paraſe is,) Orhers to 4 Unity of Profeſſion, p. 36. You have aſſured Us, I ſay 
by your former Limitations, p 20. and 26 that Thoſe Others are NOT obliged, 
wii hout examining into the Will of Chriſt, by any of their Rules; nay, that 


Can. 
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can there be an Abſolute Authority in Theſe who make Thoſe Rules, 
whilſt there can lie no Abſolute Obligation to ſubmit to them, upon 
Thoſe, for whom They are made ? The Difference therefore berween 
Us, is only in Words : and ſometimes, hardly in Words. | 

And now, Sir, if No Biſhop ought to take his Place in the Principal 
Synod ; or to take the Subſcriptions of thoſe whom he Ordain: ; or Exerciſe 
almoſt any Epiſcopal Act, p. 36. unleſs He claims to Himſelf an 4. 
ſolute Power and Authority, to which All His Hearers, or His Flock, 
are ſo indiſpenſably obliged to ſubmit, in Matters of Conſcience and 
Eternal Salvation, that they muſt not ſo much as ſeriouſly com- 
pare His Directions with the Mill of Chrift, to find whether They 
agree with it, or not; If this be ſo; I confeſs my ſelf very unfic 
for ſo great an Honour. I diſclaim, and diſdain it: And fo 1 
hope, and believe, doth Every One of my Brethren. I ſhould 
nat ac agreeably to your own Rule, if I did not. You declare 
that No Chriſtian ought to ſubmit in Point, determin'd contrary to 
Chrif's. Will. And therefore, I hope, I may have your Conſent, 
to claim A'l the Privileges of a Chriſtian Biſhop ; withour claiming 
that Enormous One, which ſuppoſeth that Abſolute Obligation upon 
Chriſtians, which Da dery. I am lure, I ſhould little deterve the 
Name of a Chriſtian Biſbop: if I could forget Chrift ; and aſſume an 
Authority, which can belong to None but Him. Try your own 
Limitation, in your own Caſe. Ask your ſelf, How You can act 
with the Authority of a Pricſt of the Church of England, whilſt you 


maintain that your Hearers are not obliged to follow your Dictates, 


without conſidering, and examining, whether They be agreeable to 
the Mil of Chriſt : And you will, yourſeif, anſwer for Me; or 
condemn Yourſelf with Me. VPV a Jp 

In what follows, p. 36- I find we differ exceedingly about the 
Church, We are ſpeaking of. You have figured to your ſelf a New 
Kind of Spiritual Kingdom; a Spiritual Kingdom, which you declare 
to flouriſh by Temperal Mcthods : A Kingdom not of this World, nouriſh- 
ed by the Glories and Favours of This World, beſtow'd upon it by 
it's Temporal Nurſeng Fathers, and Nurſing Mirhers. Look into the 
Popiſh Countries, and there you will find ſomething, under that De- 
nomination, fouriſhing in theſe Methods; a part of it fed, and 
pamper d, by Temporal Nurſes ; and the other part ſtarved, and mi- 
ſerably treated. Bur look into the t Ages; You will find the 
Church of Chrift, a Spiritual Kingdom of ſuch inward ſtrength and 
vigour, as to be able to fouriſh, equal in All it's parts, (I fay, to 
flouriſh ) not only without, but againſt, All the Temporal Powers of 
the Earth. If the Spiritual Kingdom of Chriſt can be truly ſupporred 
by Temporal Encouragements; or the Real Enemies to a Spiritual King- 
dm, be reſtrain'd by Temporal Penalties; I profeis, I am as much 
for Them, as any Man living, even in that Kingdom which is not of 


| this World. But hitherto I acknowledge, I never yet met with 


any, even Madern Divine, Juror or N-x-iurar, High or Low, Church- man 
| | 85 5 | | Or 
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ſelf, I endeavour to interpret His Doctrines, without the Thought that All 
who hear me, are indiſpenſably obliged ro receive My Tu he You 
know. Sir, in your Conſcience, that I have ſaid not a ſingle Word againſt any 
Interpretative Authority , even of the weakeft Men, but an Abſolute Aut hori 

of Impolting Their Scuſe upon Chriſt's Laws. You know that Yoo your (-If 
declare, No Chriſtian is obliged to receive Any Interpretation contrary to Chriffs 
Will; to which therefore He is obliged to compart it always: And ſuppoſing it 


ſhould be found, upon Enquiry, to be agreeable to it; He ought not, by your ' 


own Rule, as well as mine, to receive it, before he finds it ſo. So that We 
ſt. nd, in chis, and tall rogether. If theſe Conſequences are ſo terrible againſt 
Me; th-y are the very ſame againſt You. 


2. So again, in the Caſe of Impos'd Terms of Communion ; I have declared, 
in the Sermon, againit Nothing but the 4bſolute Indiſpenſable Obligation of | 
_ Ciriftians, to ſubmit to Them, Right, or Wrong, without examining whe. 


ther They are agreeable ro Chtiſt's Will, or not. You in this agree with me; 


and d. clare that rhe Chriſtian People are nor obliged to ſubmir, in any Mat- 


ters contrary to Chrif*s Will: to which therefore, They are obliged to compare 
Every Thing. Wha: therefore is our Difference ? And vpon what Accounts 


_ muſt I lone ſuffer ſuch Outcries : merely becauſe I faithtully and uniformly 
maintain this Truth; and You think it better to maintain it for once ſecretly, 


and in a little corner, and to give it up, whenever You think fit? : 
3. Agein. Yov go on, Nor can any Number of Wiſe and Good Men, (accord- 
ing to y Reaſonings.) agreeing together in the ſame Notions, and aſſembled b 


Legal Authority, in due Suberdination to the Civil Magiſtrate, tho with the 
mot Unanimous Conſent, efabliſh any Rules, or Ordain any Method of Church-: 
_ Government, that ſball be binding, even for Peace and Quiet 7 


ſake, to any Others. 
Here again, We mutt prevail, or fall, together. For, As to Conſcience ; (which 
is our Province, as long as We have any Conſciences of our own left;) As to 


Conſcience, I ſay, You have declared in this very Book, (the Force of Truth hath 


ext ted it from you, in the midft of All your Zeal) that No ſuch Deciſions, or 


Declarations are binding upon Any Chriſtian in the World, if They ve contrary | 
ro Chris M; and that No Notion, therefore, of Peace and Quiet, (which, | 


by the way, are very ſoft Words for à Writer to put inſtead of the Authorit 


ma wa, of Governours, whilſt He is contending Zealouſſy only about theſe 
latter; 
to ſubmir, in Points contrary to Chriſt's Wil: To which therefore, He himſelf 


nay, that No Argument in the World is to perſwade any Chriſtian 


is to compare every thing. 


This is y0ur own Rule. And therefore, Expoſe, Vilify, Uſe Me as you pleaſe : | ; 
I have this ſatisſaction, That You come, your ſelf, into this whole Condemna- 
tion; and not only Vou, but indeed All, even Every Man of the Church of | 


England; Every Man of Thoſe themſelves, who have treated me in the ſame 


unhandſome manner upon this Account. It is You, Sir, who, by your own | 


Rule, have cut off all Interpretations of Chriſt's Laws; All Impos d Terms 
ot Cummunicn ; All Obligation to yield to the Mere Authority of the moſt 
Unanimous Synod in the World; All Articles and Creeds, drawn up by fallible 


Men; All Act,, even of General Councils ; All Canons, Rules, or Ordinances. 


Call them what you pleaſe, You have, your Selt, cut off All Abſolute Obliga- 


tion of Submiſſion ; which is exactly the ſame wich raking away the Abſolute 


Themſelves together, and frame what Rules They think proper, to Oblige (as your 


Authority of Church-Governours. You have aſſured Us, that, let Them gather 
1 


Paraſe is,) Orhers to 4 Unity of Profeſſion, p. 36. You have aſſured Us, I fay, 
by your former Limitations, p 20. and 26 that Thoſe Others are NOT obliged, 


vi hout examyning into the Will of Chriſt, by any of their Rules; nay, that 
They are obliged not to ſubmir, if They find them contrary to His Will, And | 
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Limitation, in your own Cale. 
with the Authority of a Pricſt of the Church of England, whilſt you 
maintain that your Hearers are not obliged to follow your Dictates, 
without conſidering, and examining, whether They be agreeable to 
condemn Yourſelf with Me. 
In what follows, p. 36. I 


F* 


can there be an Abſolute Authority in Theſe who make Thoſe Rules» 
whilſt there can lie no Abſolute Obligation to ſubmir to them, upon 
Thoſe, for whom T hey are made ? The Difference therefore between 
Us, is only in Word-: and ſometimes, hardly in Words. . 

And now, Sir, if No Biſbop ought to take his Place in the Principal 
Synod ; or to take the Subſcriptions of thoſe whom he Ordain; ; or Exerciſe 
almoſt any Epiſcopal AF, p. 36. unleſs He claims to Himſelf an Abe 
ſolute Power and Authority, to which All His Hearers, or His Flock, 


| are ſo indiſpenſably obliged to ſubmit, in Matters of Conſcience and 
Eternal Salvation, that they muſt not ſo much as ſeriouſly com- 


pare His Directions with the W717 of Chrift, to find whether They 


agree with it, or not; If this be ſo; I confeſs my ſelf very unfit 
for ſo great an Honour. 


I difclaim, and diſdain it: And fo I 
hope, and believe, doth Every One of my Brethren. I ſhould 


nat act agreeably to your own Rule, if 1 did not. You declare 
that No Chriſtian ought to ſubmir in Peints determin'd contrary to 
Chriſt's- Will. And therefore, I hope, I may have your Conſent, 
to claim A'l the Privileges of a Chriſtian Biſhop ; without claiming 


that Enormous One, which ſuppoſeth that Abſolute Obligation upon 


' Chriſtians, which Du deny. I am lure, I ſhou'd little deterve the 


Name of a Chriſtian Biſbop: if I could forget Chriſt; and aſſume an 
Authority, which can belong to None but Him. Try your own 
Ask your ſelf, How You can ac 


the Hell of Chriſt : And you will, yourſelf, anſwer tor Me; or 


find we differ exceedingly about the 

Church, We are ſpeaking of. You have figured to your ſelf a New 
Kind of Spiritual Kingdom; a Spiritual Kingdom, which you declare 
to flouriſh by Temperal Mcthods : A Kingdom not of this World, nouriſh- 


tea by the Glories and Favours of This World, beſtzw'd upon it by 
it's Temporal Nur/ng Fathers, and Nurſing Athers. Look into the 
| Popiſh Countries, and there you will find ſomething, under that De- 
nomination, Fouriſhing in theſe Methods; a part of it fed, and 
| pamper'd, by Temporal Nurſes ; and the other part ſtarved, and mi- 


ſerably treated. But look into the 5 Ages; You will find the 


| Church of Chrift, a Spiritual Kingdom of ſuch inward ſtrength and 
* vigour, as to be able to fouriſh, equal in All it's parts, (I fay, to 
 floxriſh ) not only without, but againſt, All the Temporal Powers of 


the Earth. If the Spiritual Kingdom of Chriſt can be ru] ſupporred 


by Temporal Encouragenzents ; or the Real Enemies to a Spiritual Ring- 


dem , be reſtrain'd by Temporal Penalties; I profeis, I am as much 


for Them, as any Man living, even in that Kingdom which is not of 
' this World. But hitherto 1 acknowledge, I never yet met with 
| any, even Modern Divine, Juror or N-n-iurar, High of Low, Church- man 
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©: Diſſenter, that fix'd the Pouriſhing Eftate of the Church of Chriſt, or 
the Spiritual Kingdom of Chriit, upon the Encouragements of Temporal 


Honour and Prefit. 


Many G.viicus Things have I read, and heard, on All ſides, a- 
bor bie fonriſhing Eftate of the Church of Chriſt, before Conſtantine ; 
2nd many meiancholy and tertible Accounts of its Condition, from 
and after that Time till by degrees it became, in the corrupt 
Eſtate oi the Church of Rome, the Sink of Hypocrites. and the Sancta. 
ary of Atheiſts, But | think verily You are the firſt Divine amongſt 
Proteſtants, who has aihrmed of the Reformation, what muſt be 


Equally true of Chriſtianity it ſelf, and indeed is agreeable to what 


goes before: that rhe Deſirable Work was not compleated, till the Earthly 


| Rulers, being Themſelves converted, eſtabliſh d and corfirm'd it by Tempo- 


ral Sanctions. A Sentence, Sir, which, if it be duly conſidei'd, muſt 


| be very ſhocking to every Chriſtian Mind: unleſs the Deſirable Thing 
in Chriſt's Kingdom be Riches and Power. All, who have not forgot 


the very Name of Jeſus Chrif, and All his Words relating to this 


Subject, muit know what to think of it. Por my ſelf, I will fay 
no more of it, but that it is worth of Him, who contends profeſ- 


ſedly for making Religion a Civil Teft ; for debaling the moſt Sacred 
Thing in the World, into a Political Tool, and an Engine of State. 

I muſt here add, becauſe I have been very much miſtaken and 
miſrepreſented in this Matter, that I never aftirm'd, or thought, 


that even the Greateſt Warldly Encouragements, annex'd to any parti- 


cular Profcſſions, (as for Inſtance, in the Church of Rome) did to- 


rally deſtroy All Inward Principles of Religion; or do intirely, any] 


where, root out of Every Man's Mind Sincerity and Real Belief. But 


I do, and muſt affirm, as long as I have Eyes to read the New Teſta. Þ 
ment, and as long as I have any Meaſure of Common Senſe left; 
that a Kingdom not of ;hu World, is Not a Kingdom of this World ; that 


the Things which are ſeen are Temporal, and the Things which are not ſeen 


are Eternal; that the Weapons of a Chriſtian's Warfare are nat Carnal, 


but Spiritual ; that a Spiritnal Kingdom, confider'd as ſuch, cannot in 


the Nature of the Thing be ſupported by Temporal Methods ; and that 


Harldly Grandeur, Great Power, and Riches, naturally tend to take 
ff Men's Minds from True Religion. and the True Mot ivves of it. 
am fare. Tit we preach to rhe Laity: And I am ſure, the ſame 
Things muſt have the ſeme Tendency, and ordinarily the ſame Ef- 


KG, upon Aiifortsof Men, in this State of Probation, 


If mu or any Others, (who are all, at ſeveral times, forced to 


ſay the ſame Tings.) will pleaſe to conclude that I had Evil Inten. 


z:0u5, and Bad Vicws ; I cannot help it. You muſt, in Conſequence, 
tho” not in Delign, charge the ſame upon the Goſpel: In which, I 
think, there is not a ſingle Paſſage, tending any other way. I know 


my own Heart: And know that I had no Other View, but to preach 
v hat I found. not in a fingle Dubious Paſſage, but in almoſt Every 


Page of the New T:fament, And I ſay it again, in tis Cale, chat 


r 
N 


N A 9 — 
OP * 4 
* q 4 
9 
. Ms 


Fruer Security to the Eſtabliſbed Church it ſelf, than the Pr ſent is. But 


a 7 — 2 
Dr. Snape s LETTER. 21 
God knows, I preach'd what I found there, not only without the 
Knowledge of Any Man living; but without the leaſt View of plea» 
ſing, or diſpleaſing, Any Man living. And They who have inſinua- 
red Otherwiſe, neither know Me, nor thoſe Rules of Honour and 
Conſcience, by which They ought to conduQt Themſelves, 

As to what follows, (pag. 37.) it is univerially own'd that the 
Papifts v ere not at firſt excluded from Offices, on the Account of 
Mere Religion: bur ſolely on Account of their Avowal of ſuch Princi- 
ples, as naturally and unavoidably deſtroy the State. And think, 
it is as univerſally acknowledged by All, even of Thoſe who are 


accounted the moſt Zealous Churchmen, that a Teft founded entirely 


upon their Principles, conſider d as Political, might be found out, 


and might be fully effectual: as I doubt not, Others might be thought 


on, agreeable to Chriſtianity and Humanity, which might be a 


if you eſſeem Religion of chat Nature that it ought to be ſo treated 


in Hamane Society, | am confum'd in this, that, as by The Church of 
Chriſt, you mean ſomething entirely different from what I mean by 


that Expreſſion ; ſo, by Religion, you mean quite another thing, than 
I] have been ſpeaking about. „ : 


I know of No Confuſion, Glorious, or Inglorious, that I have en- 


| deavour'd to introduce : as ou charge me, (pag 37. The Church 
of Chriſt was as Regular, as Orderly, as Glorious, as He deſign d it to 
be, in All things belonging to its Nature, before the World came in 


to Nurſe it; that is, before the Order, and Regalarity, and Glory, of 


Temporal Sanctions could come into it. 


I have ſer forth the Spiritual Nature of Chriſt's Spiritual Kingdom 2 


and the Spiritual San#ions of Spiritual Laws, The Summ of the 
Whole is, in theſe Four Propoſitions. Chrift's Kingdom, is Chrift's 
Kingdom. The San#ions of His Laws, muſt be the Sanctions which 
Hie himſelf hath fix d. The San#ions in Humane Society ought in 
reaſon to be taken from the Principles of Humane Society. Men 


ought not to ſuffer in their Common Rights, for the ſake of any 
Mere D:fference of Opinion in Religion, conſider'd as ſuch. 
If any one will infer from hence, that I argue againſt All Right 


of Appointing Time, Place, or Ceremonies, relating to Religious Mor- 


ſhip ; againſt the Maintenance and Support of Thoſe who officiate 


in the Churches or Aſſemblies of Chriſtians ; againſt the Order, or De- 


cency, Or Subordina ion, belonging to Societies of Chrifians ; or any 


Thing againſt the Intere# of the Church of England : I aniwer, that 
I nor only do nu: own ſuch Conſequences ; bur I really do not ſee 
Them. As for the Church of England, I regard it as a Noble Part 
of the Catholick Church, founded upon the Noble Claim of the 
Right of Chriſtians to judge for Themſelves : And as for the Prin- 


ciples of this Sermon, I maintain, and will maintain, that, if they 
be not True. Sound, and Certain, there could not rightfully have 
been ſuch a Thing in being, as the Church of England, peculiarly 
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a Werd, or admitted a Thought, upon this Subject, but what is 
built upon the very, and ſole Foundation of our Church; and what 


'' holds equally againſt All Perſons, in all Churches, whether Pop1jb, 


er Pre:byterian, or any Other, who contradi® the very firſt Prin. 


. .iple of the Church of England: and claim to themſelves (whether 
in Word, or in Deed, I do not enquire,) an Authority to which 


Other Chriſtians are abſolutely obliged to ſubmit, without examin- 
ing the Rules and Directions given, by the Laws of Chriſt ; and 
without judging for Themſelves in that Great Affair, in which 
They -Themtelves muſt be acquitted or condemn'd at the lait Day. 


What I maintain is the very Principle of the Proteſtant Church of 


England, as well as the Ground-work of the whole Returmation : 
And the Greateſt Service that can be done to the Church of EA. 
gland, is, to vindicare and inculcate it. EE, 

As for Them, who infer that I am arguing abſolutely againſt 


Worldly Advantages; They do me the Honour indeed to make 


me a Diſintereſted Man: But They may as well infer, that I con- 
tend abſolutely that All Chriſtians ought to be always in an Af- 


 fliced, Low, Starving Condition, becauſe I fay, what Al: the 
World have ſaid, that the Honours and Profits of this State natu- 


rally tend to endanger Sincerity of Religion, which muſt be built 
upon a Willing Belief of a Future State; and that the leſs the 
orld is mix d with the Affairs of Religion conſider'd as ſuch, the 


more Sincerity, probably, there will be in the Profeſſors of ir. 
I I am far from ſaying that I will anſwer for every Sentence, in 
Every Book of mine, written long ago. I hope No Chriſtian writes 
Books. to preclude Himſelf abſolutely from enquiring after, or 
receiving 
ſonableneſs of Conformity, and the Principles of this Sermon, 


ruth for ever. But as for the whole Tenor of the Rea- 


there is juſt the ſame Contradiction between that Book, and Them, 
as there is between my ſincere Endeavour to convince a Man of an 
Error; and my not murthering, or injuring Him, if He be not 
convinced by what I ſay : or exactly the ſame, as there is between 


your vindicating the Church of England with ſo Maſterly a Zeal, as 
| You have here done; and telling the Diſſenters, as you do at the 
| ack time, that They are obliged not to comply with Any Thing, 


whether Do&rine, or Injunction, contrary to Chriſt's Will. 


Il I wiſh you would explain the laſt Sentence of your Letter. Iam 
' far from deſigning either to fix Conſequences upon You, which you 
do not own : Or any particular Interpretation upon your Words; 


even tho' it be the Interpretation, of which alone, both Friends 
and Enemies, as far as I can hear, agree them to be capable. But 
the Caſe is this. You plainly reproach Me with an Oppoſition, to my 


| preſent practice, to my former Reſifting Doctrine. My preſent Practice 


13, All that Zeal, Duty, and Submiſſion, which can reſult mom 
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Doctrines, all the World knows, never taught any Reſiſtance; but 
to the Worſt of Princes, engaged in the Total Deſtruct ion of the 
Civil Rights of a Whole Nation. The Natural Thought is this, 
that No one can reproach me with any Contradifion in this Matter, witl- 
out implying (too ſtrongly, I fear, to be denied), that his preſent Ma- 


je i what I care not to repeat. 


This puts me in mind to congratulate You upon the Publick Ho- 
nour lately done You, ſo ſoon after a Performonce which ends with 
ſo remarkable a Sting. I have no Civilities to ſpend any Time in 
thanking You for. Perhaps, your Notion of Religion 1s, that it 
forbids You to ſhew Any to One from whom, You ſometimes ima- 
gine, you differ. The Want of Them; and the Abundance of- 

ome- thing in their ſtead, I pray God to forgive. I neither return 
You like Uſage my Self: Nor am I pleas'd Any one elſe ſhould, 
I ſincerely wiſh You All Happineſs here and hereafter : and am, 


S$ I X, 
nur, &c. 


9 BENNY AMT BANGOR, 
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